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BOOK REVIEWS 


Robert H. Mohlenbrock. 2006. The Illustrated Flora of Illinois Flowering Plants: Flowering Rush to 

Rushes. Second Ed. (ISBN 0-8093-2687-6, hbk.). Southern Illinois University Press, P.O. Box 3697, 
1915 University Press Drive, Carbondale, IL 62902, U.S.A. (Orders: http://www.siu.edu). $65.00, 328 
pp., b/w line drawings, glossary, index, 5Vi" x 8V2". 


Flowering Plants: Flowering Rush to Rushes is an updated flora by Mohlenbrock that includes many of the monocot families from Illinois. 
The flora includes information on 16 families including: Butomaceae, Alismaceae, Hydrocharitaceae Juncaginaceae, Potamogetonaceae, 
Ruppiaceae, Zannichelliaceae, Najadaceae, Araceae, Lemnaceae, Sparganiaceae, Typhaceae, Xyridaceae, Commelinaceae, Ponte deriaceae, 
and Juncaceae. Flowering Plants: Flowering Rush to Rushes is a second edition, and is part of a six flora series entitled The Illustrated Flora 
of Illinois. A second part of the series will be a flora containing the other half of the monocot families. 

The author starts out by showing the reader how to use the keys; this allows the reader to determine the family of the plant they 
are interested in. The keys used for this flora are very straightforward. This flora also includes a glossary, so this book will be usable for 
novices as well as those with more plant identification experience. The author has provided general descriptions of the order as well as 
descriptions for all families included under that order (for Illinois). These descriptions include general morphological traits and other 
notable traits for order, family and genera within the family. Dichotomous keys follow each family description and allow readers to 
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determine genus followed by species within each genus. 
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Each species contained in the flora includes information on that, species’ morphological traits, common name, habitat, range, some 
known collection data and other helpful information. There are 125 black and white line illustrations of various species (108 from the 
first, edition and 17 new illustrations for this edition). These images provide readers with details of the plant habit, leaves, inflorescence 
and/or fruit. Each species description also presents a distribution map by county of that, species within Illinois. 

This flora concludes with an explanation of why certain species were excluded from this second addition, and also contains an 
appendix that discusses revisions from the previous edition (1970). Mohlenbrock has provided readers with a succinct summary of the 
taxa included in this volume, a glossary, references and an index by plant names, both common and scientific. 

Flowering Plants: Flowering Rush to Rushes by Mohlenbrock is a usable flora that, would make a nice addition to the library of any 
person interested in the identification of Illinois area plants (as well as anyone working with aquatic plants). This flora is a second edition 
and has been updated over the earlier versions by the addition of new species as well as corrected plant, name information. The black and 
white drawings provided in the text are helpful in showing the major identification traits of the species. The keys are straightforward 
and the flora does contain a glossary for any unfamiliar terms. The description for each species is thorough and identification hints help 
the reader conclude that, he/she has determined the correct species. Flowering Plants: Flowering Rush to Rushes is another well-written 
and user-friendly flora from Robert. Mohlenbrock.— Lee Luckeydoo, Herbarium, Botanical Research Institute of Texas, 509 Pecan Street, Fort 
Worth, TX 76102-4060, U.S.A. 


VB. Price and Bakes H. Morrow. 2006. Canyon Gardens: The Ancient Pueblo Tandscapes of the American 

Southwest. (ISBN 13: 978-0-8263-3859-4, pbk.). University of New Mexico Press, MSC04 2829, 1 
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001, U.S.A. (Orders: www.unmpress.com, 800- 
249-7737) $39.95, 217 pp., 36 halftones, 40 line illustrations, 2 maps, 6 Vs" x 9 Vs". 

With today’s concerns about global warming and climate change, this two-part, anthology is very timely. Part One examines how the 
Ancestral Puebloans used their vast, storehouse of practical knowledge to live in, and with, the desert and to adapt, to changing natural 
and historic circumstances. Part Two proposes ways in which modern urban societies can learn from these ancient pragmatists. Although 
aimed at contemporary landscape architects, urban planners, architects and builders, this book will be thought-provoking for anyone 
interested in the natural world and especially for who make laws and regulations on the local, state and national levels. As V.B. Price 
states in the prologue: 

We believe that in times of global climate change, water scarcities, and upheavals in energy sources and technologies, an observant 
sensitivity as to how the natural environment works and a mastery of its demands could prove to be immensely useful in designing and 
retrofitting urban environments in the future. 

“Design with nature,” Ian McHarg famously argued in the 1960’s. Canyon Gardens offers some insights into how the Puebloans did 
just, that and some examples of how we today can also. 

Contributors to this outstanding anthology include an architect/teacher/writer, two archaeologists, the curator of anthropology at 
the U. Colorado Museum, a paleoethnobotanist, a National Park Service historian, a lyrical writer/poet, a landscape historian/landscape 
architect, and a writer/architectural historian who is a member of the Santa Clara Pueblo. The two editors—a writer/poet/columnist and 
the founding director of the Master’s Program in Landscape Architecture at UNM—are contributors as well. Each has his/her individual 
voice and point of view. All invite the reader to consider the lessons of the past in shaping the world of tomorrow.— Penny McCook, 
Volunteer, Botanical Research Institute of Texas, 509 Pecan Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102-4060, U.S.A. 
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